SOME MODERN  CONTINENTAL  PLAYWRIGHTS

It Is the lightest of flirtations on his side^ a passionate
attachment on hers* Even so, her reason tells her that
nothing can come of it and she makes no protest when
he marries a girl as well educated as himself. She
resigns herself to wedding a solid peasant and conscien-
tiously makes him a good wife. This piece might
easily have become banal. Instead it is in the highest
degree moving and true to life.

The plays of Alfred Capus generally present a wider
problem than one of purely personal relationships,
This is particularly the case with The Two Men (1908).
In this an ambitious provincial lawyer comes with his
wife to Paris to stay with one of her relatives. She fails
in love with a young man she meets there, but gives him
no encouragement. Then her husband succumbs to
the influence of a financier, who offers him a post and
the opportunity to get rich by legal but questionable
means. His wife begs him to return to the honest
obscurity of Dijon. The lure is too strong, however, and
he is swept into the financier's circle and takes up with
an attractive woman of dubious character, knowing in
his heart that he is forfeiting something better. Then
only does the wife decide to divorce Mm and follow her
own inclination. The play is a study of two men who
represent two conflicting standards of honour.

The emotion analysed in the work of BL R. Lenormand
is different. He is at his best in writing of unsuccessful
people and in Les Rates he has made a penetrating study
of an actor and actress, whose ambition is greater than
their attainments and who go down hill, while yet
retaining an intermittent affection for one another despite
the depths to which they sink. It is a tragics rather
sordid, but brilliant play.

The War called forth, as in England, pieces of very-
varied type. There is Maurice Raynal's Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier which has only four characters* Here
a French soldier on a few hours leave before undertaking